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Key Trends and Significant Challenges in Horizon Report: Development and Analysis:
Based on the 2015-2019 Annual Report(Higher Education Edition)
Jin Hui, Shen Ningli & Wang Mengyu
(School of Education, Shanghai International Studies University, Shanghai 200083 )

[Abstract] EDUCAUSE released The Horizon Report (2019 Higher Education Edition) in April 2019. The 2019 report is the
first to identify the key trend of “Modularized and Disaggregated Degrees” and technology improvement of “Blockchain”, which re-
flects the trend of expanding education access, enhancing education convenience and distributed education. Among the six significant
challenges, four of them involve teachers, including “Improving Digital Fluency”, “Increasing Demand for Digital Learning Experi-
ence and Instructional Design Expertise”, “The Evolving Roles of Faculty with Ed Tech Strategies” and “Rethinking the Practice of
Teaching”. These four challenges clarify that reform are in great demand for teachers who are backward in promoting innovation of
technology application. Based on six key trends and six significant challenges presented in the report, this article discusses the con-
tents and certain cases of each trend and challenge in the reports over the past five years, in order to understand how these themes
evolve with the development of technology.

[Keywords] Analytics Technologies; Digital Learning Experience; Measuring Learning; Modularized Degrees; Blockchain;

Digital Fluency
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